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Solemnity of All Saints - Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends,
‘God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.’ (Genesis 1.31)
Over the past few years, we have all been made aware of extreme weather
events like the wildfires in California, Australia and even Siberia. In our own
country we see increasing incidents of flooding and coastal erosion, and
there has been very destructive flooding in countries such as Germany,
China and India. Other events of concern have been the recent earthquake
in Haiti and many parts of the world are suffering the effects of drought.
Food shortages due to crop failures, like wheat in Canada, threaten all of
us.
The recent report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change makes it clear that we cannot deny the link of all these events to
global warming and that the warming is due to human action. Records of
temperature kept from 1880-2020 show that the seven highest yearly
temperatures have all occurred since 2014. The concentration of carbon
dioxide in our atmosphere, as of July 2021, is the highest it has been in
human history.
So, what is happening to that beautiful world, celebrated so powerfully in the
opening chapters of the Book of Genesis? In his powerful encyclical,
Laudato Si, Pope Francis suggests that ‘we have forgotten that we
ourselves are dust of the earth. ’He suggests that ‘we have come to see
ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will.’ There
can be no doubt that in our modern world many have come to see ourselves
as entitled to ever increasing consumption and satisfaction. Yet not only are
we destroying God ’s world by such actions, but others are paying the price.
The global south is already experiencing the most intense impacts of
climate change despite being the least responsible for it. Eleven percent of
the world’s population is currently vulnerable to climate change impacts
such as droughts, floods, heat waves, extreme weather events and sealevel rise.
There can be no doubt that as Christians we are called to act, to moderate
our behaviour and to extend compassion to those in other parts of the world
suffering because of our actions. On the final day of this month world
leaders will gather in Glasgow for the 2021 United Nations Climate Change
Conference which will continue until 12th November. Among the key issues
to be discussed at the conference will be worldwide deforestation, mounting
carbon emissions, an immediate halt to all new fossil fuel projects and
overall elimination of dependence on fossil fuels. Rich nations must give
extra financial support to poorer countries to enable them to achieve these
goals. For in the words of Pope Francis, in Fratelli Tutti, ‘We need to think of
ourselves more and more as a single family dwelling in a common home.’
There is no doubt that if governments, and particularly the governments of
the wealthiest nations, could be persuaded to act, real progress could be
made.
(Continued on page 4)

Year of St Joseph
To follow daily Mass from
St Joseph go to
www.churchservices.tv/birkdale
Offertory
Collection last Sunday
£1,823.50
Food Vouchers this week
£ 153.60
You have raised £44,967.32
and are helping 66 families
with 124 children.
Special Thanks to the children
at St Teresa’s School for the
moneys raised for vouchers
Thank you for your generosity!
CAFOD £1,502. Collection
stays open until end of October.
Need help from the SVP?
Please leave a message or text
07716143603.
Saturday Silent Meditation
Saturday 10am in St Joseph’s.
Thursday Art Class continues
via Zoom. Contact Marie
Simmons 550466.
French conversation classes on
Fridays in the meeting rooms at
Our Lady of Lourdes from
10.30am to 12 Noon. For
further
information
contact
Sophie Payne:
sophie.payne@yahoo.com

Church Cleaning

St Teresa Saturday 10am.
Our Lady of Lourdes Thurs 9am
St Joseph, Fridays after Mass.
Many hands make light work!

The Music Group at St
Teresa practices before Mass
on Sunday mornings 10.15am.

Parish Priest: Fr Atli Jónsson
Office 9am - 2pm Monday; Wednesday - Friday
40 York Road, Southport PR8 2AY, Tel 01704 568313 birkdalecatholics@rcaol.org.uk
Deacon: Rev Bill Ball, Tel 567788. Parish webpage www.birkdalecatholics.com
Facebook: Birkdale Catholics Diocese www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk
Other Catholic churches in Southport:
St John Stone & Sacred Heart Tel. 577722 * St Marie & St Patrick Tel. 531229 * Holy Family Tel. 532613

MASS THIS SUNDAY
Preface for All Saints, Eucharistic Prayer II
Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
by whose gift we venerate in one celebration
the merits of all the Saints,
bestow on us, we pray,
through the prayers of so many intercessors,
an abundance of the reconciliation with you
for which we earnestly long.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
7:2-4,9-14
I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises,
carrying the seal of the living God; he called in a
powerful voice to the four angels whose duty was to
devastate land and sea, ‘Wait before you do any
damage on land or at sea or to the trees, until we have
put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our
God.’ Then I heard how many were sealed: a hundred
and forty-four thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel.
After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of
people from every nation, race, tribe and language;
they were standing in front of the throne and in front of
the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in
their hands. They shouted aloud, ‘Victory to our God,
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the
angels who were standing in a circle round the throne,
surrounding the elders and the four animals, prostrated
themselves before the throne, and touched the ground
with their foreheads, worshipping God with these
words, ‘Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honour and power and strength to our
God for ever and ever. Amen.’
One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you
know who these people are, dressed in white robes,
and where they have come from?’ I answered him,
‘You can tell me, my lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the
people who have been through the great persecution,
and they have washed their robes white again in the
blood of the Lamb.’
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23(24)
R: Such are the men who seek your face, O Lord.

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. R.
Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. R.
He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.

A reading from the first letter of St John 3:1-3
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,
by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been
revealed;
all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.
Surely everyone who entertains this hope
must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened
and I will give you rest, says the Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat
down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began
to speak. This is what he taught them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit;
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Happy the gentle:
they shall have the earth for their heritage.
Happy those who mourn:
they shall be comforted.
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right:
they shall be satisfied.
Happy the merciful:
they shall have mercy shown them.
Happy the pure in heart:
they shall see God.
Happy the peacemakers:
they shall be called sons of God.
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute
you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be
great in heaven.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayer over the Offerings
May these offerings we bring in honour of all the Saints
be pleasing to you, O Lord,
and grant that, just as we believe the Saints
to be already assured of immortality,
so we may experience their concern for our salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
As we adore you, O God, who alone are holy
and wonderful in all your Saints,
we implore your grace, so that,
coming to perfect holiness in the fullness of your love,
we may pass from this pilgrim table
to the banquet of our heavenly homeland.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Praying with the Pope in November
Saturday Vigil at Our Lady of Lourdes 6.00pm
Annie Howard A
Sunday 31st October All Saints
St Joseph
8.30am Parishioners
St Joseph
9.30am Ann Flynn
St Teresa
11am
Maisie Kearney
Mon 10am

Elizabeth & James Kelly A
12 Noon Requiem Mass at
St Teresa Mary Booth
Tue 8am
All Souls - All the Faithful Departed
Tue 10am Intentions of the Holy Father
Tue 7pm
Requiem Mass at St Teresa
Pious List
Wed 10am Kitt and Albert Glover B’day Rem
Thurs 10am St Charles Borromeo
Noreen Sheldon
Fri 10am
John and Julie Sant
Saturday Vigil at Our Lady of Lourdes 6.00pm
Ruth Parker
Sunday 7th November
St Joseph
8.30am Alex Macdonald LD
St Joseph
9.30am Int of Mary Valentine
St Teresa
11am
Parishioners

From the Piety Stall Religious Christmas Cards

and Diaries on sale! More Christmas items will be
available soon. All items reasonably priced.
Confirmation for the Southport Deanery at St
Patrick’s Thursday 11 November.

Catholic Pictorial copies available at the back of
church. It can be downloaded:
https://bit.ly/3DprINZ

Thanks to all who came to Hilda’s funeral Mass,
for the sympathy and support shown to us at this
sad time. The Family of Hilda Mason.

We pray that people who suffer from depression or
burn-out will find support and a light that opens them up to
life. www.thepopevideo.org

We Pray for the Sick

Baby Max, Baby Leighton Callan Sankey, Tyler (6 yrs),
Joseph Harnick (5 yrs), Nella (6 yrs) Ryan Ward,
Karen Manley, Sheila Smith, Pat Mills, Pauline McNulty,
Jonathan Morley, Edna Smith, Olive Walshe,
David Leatherland, Elizabeth Louden, Pam Wheeler,
Dave Formby, Barbara Tomlinson, John Smith,
Valerie Bennett, Nola Nelson, Jemima Jenkins,
Zoe Waters, Kathryn Harding, Michael Hegarty,
Audrey Rogers, Marian Ball, Muriel Appleton,
Claire Kenyon, Michael Brady, Margaret Chisnall,
Leo O’Reilly, Pat Stoneman, Mike Barber, Pat Little,
Ciara Lea, Richard Hughes, Mary Stanton, Sylvia Flynn,
Minna Moffatt, Lindsey Rodgers, Kathleen Jenkinson,
William Dobson, Margherita Grilli, Peter and Marion Maher

The Lately Dead

David Jackson, Hilda Mason, Nora Sheldon, Mary Booth,
Mary Fenner, Alex Macdonald

Anniversaries

Annie Howard, Elizabeth and James Kelly

We pray for

Our parish and schools.
The emergency services and healthcare workers.
The sick and the housebound.
All affected by the coronavirus.
All who work to make the vaccines available.
For a fair sharing of the vaccines!
All worried about their health, jobs and finances.
The poorest in our society & around the world, who suffer
the most because of the coronavirus.
The families preparing for baptism.
Success of the Climate Conference COP26

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

St Joseph 9.30am Fridays
Our Lady of Lourdes 5.30pm
Saturdays
Other times upon request.
Face to face possible if
preferred.
Catholic Chaplaincy
Southport Hospital and
Queenscourt Hospice Need
the support of your church
when in hospital? Please
contact Maria Parker: 07467
374830 (during normal office
hours). In an emergency ask
the ward staff to contact the
priest on-call.

From Our Lady of Lourdes School:
th

Open Day Thursday 25 November at 10am
and 2pm. To book a slot please ring 01704
568375.
When shopping at TESCO please collect the
blue tokens and vote for Our Lady of Lourdes
School when putting them in the container as
you exit the supermarket. The school will
receive a grant of up to £1,500 depending on
the number of votes received that will be used
to furnish the outdoor reading area.

A Requiem Mass for those who have died
since 2019 will be held at St Teresa’s Church
on Tuesday 2nd November at 7pm. Candles
will be lit for all whose funerals were made
from our churches.

Forthcoming Events / Celebrations

Wine Tasting Friday 12th November at 7.30pm
St Teresa’s School Hall.
Steve Flynn of
the Barber's Parlour & Fine Wines on King
Street, Southport
(https://barbersparlour.co.uk/)
will bring along Fine Wines: 3 Reds, 3 Whites
and a sparkling Rose, fine quality wines from
around the world. Tickets on sale £7.50.
Family Mass on the First Sunday in Advent
28th November St Joseph’s Church at 9.30am.
Carols by Candlelight followed by mulled wine
and mince pies. Sunday 5th December at 5pm
at St Joseph
Evening Prayer and Benediction at St Joseph
3.30pm on three Sundays in Advent: 28th
November, 12th December and 19th December.
Reconciliation Service at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church Monday 13th December at 7pm.

Pastoral Letter continued from page 1
For this to happen we need to put pressure on our own UK
government, which has the role of chairing the conference.
There are several ways to do this. These might include
writing to your MPs and local politicians to make your views
known or taking part in the Global Day of Action on Climate
Change next Saturday.
However, we all have a personal responsibility in these
matters not just governments and the truth is that each and
every one of us has some responsibility for the desecration
of our beautiful earth and each and every one of us can do
something about it.
There are a whole range of actions which you might
consider, for example:
• Using public transport, walking or cycling rather than car
use
• Cutting down on the amount of meat you eat
• Avoiding single use plastic as much as you can
• Buying locally produced food if possible
• Recycling waste.
I would urge parishes and schools to work towards the
Cafod Live Simply Award, which asks us to Live Simply,
Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor and includes a
number of these kinds of actions at both the individual and
the parish or school level.
Let us remember our responsibility:
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and
the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.” (Gen 1:26) May God bless you and your families.
May God bless you and your families.
Most Rev Malcolm McMahon OP
Archbishop of Liverpool
Remembrance Mass for deceased clergy
Friday 12th November at 7pm at the Cathedral.
Global Day for Climate Justice (Liverpool) COP26 Coalition
Residents of the Liverpool City Region (LCR) are Mobilising
for COP26. We are already a strong coalition and will be
making some noise at our demonstration on the 06.11.21
Demonstration begins Saturday 6th November, 12.00 noon
at Sefton Park Gates
(Junction of Ullet Road and Aigburth Drive - By Sefton Park
Obelisk) L17 1AP

